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LAST NOTICE! 

Nineteenth meeting of the Latin Club— Nov 10, 1906 

Mr J Edmund Barss of The Hotchkiss 
School will address the club on the subject: 
"The Teaching of Latin Prose Composition", 
at the Hotel Marlborough, Thirty-sixth Street 
and Broadway, New York City. We shall sit 
down promptly at 12 M. Seats will be re- 
served for those holding tickets (see announce- 
ment regarding tickets on p 3), others should 
be sure to notify THE LATIN LEAFLET, 
179 Marcy Ave, Brooklyn, by postal card, 
if intending to be present. ATTEND TO 
THIS MATTER NOW. 

DISCUSSION OF PROFESSOR SIMLER'S PAPER 

Which was printed in The Leaflet No 154. 
In Two Parts— Part II 

Vergil, finally, is a veritable crux. As mat- 
ters now stand, the eighth term of our High 
School work practically amounts to only six- 
teen weeks of class room work. Of this the 
Syllabus sets aside fifteen periods for the writ- 
ing of Prose. There remain, therefore, at 
most, sixty-five periods for the reading of 2763 
lines of poetry. Add to this that only in the 
rarest instances the teacher of the eighth term 
has reached in the seventh the prescribed limit 
of 2000 lines. I do not" think I am overstat- 
ing if I say that in almost every school the 
student of the last half of the last year is just 
beginning the third book. In other words, in 
order to finish the task set the student must 
prepare for each lesson of 45 minutes 48 lines. 
How much time can there be given to any 
literary appreciation of the beauties of the poet, 
not to mention the less intangible, but fully as 
important grammatical interpretation? And 
that, too, with a poet whose fifth book in its 
description of races and athletic contests con- 
tains a vocabulary of great difficulty, and 
whose sixth book presents almost insoluble 
puzzles even to the trained antiquarian, not to 
mention the high school student who has not 
the slightest conception of philosophy, and 
only the merest smattering of mythology. I 
may be called a heretic, but I call the reading 
of these two books in preparatory schools buf 
little short of criminal. 

But I will say this: there is hope that an 



awakening is at hand. The existence of books 
like Benner's Iliad, and like Mather's Caesar 
is a sign that the theory of the "pedagogic 
whole" begins to be more than a mere phrase. 
Perhaps, the da}' is not far off when we shall 
put before our students a Chrestomathia Cae- 
sariana, Ciceroniana, and Vergiliana. Then, 
perhaps, we shall also live to see that enormity 
done away with which begins a literary mas- 
terpiece like Caesar's Commentarii with the 
second book, and returns to the first book only 
after books two and three have been read to 
skip from the end of one again to four. 

What will be the advantage of such a short- 
ened course ? For I am well aware of the dis- 
trust with which many men look upon any 
such proposal as an attempt on the part of the 
secondary teacher to shirk hard work. To the 
conscientious instructor, however, it will mean 
the following: very much increased drill in 
forms, vocabulary and Latin writing; an op- 
portunity to rest at intervals, to take breath, 
and together with his students, to gather up he 
isolated strands into a systematic weave. To 
the student, it will mean an increased — or 
rather, let me- say — an entirely new power to 
understand the ways and thoughts of a foreign 
language ; an unsuspected facility to read, and 
perhaps even to enjoy, a Latin author. To the 
college professor, finally, it would mean a body 
of freshmen with whom he really can do good 
work, without being compelled constantly to 
stop for the review of elementary rules which 
ought to have been thoroughly mastered dur- 
ing the formative period. 

And from the narrower standpoint of the 
secondary teacher in a New York City school 
let me say that a course thus shortened would 
also give an opportunity for the most crying 
need of these schools, the improvement of 
English. Although — or perhaps, because — I 
am myself a foreigner by birth, I fully appre- 
ciate the drawback for the successful teaching 
of any foreign language in our city, which lies 
in the fact that so large a percentage of our 
students either were themselves foreign born 
or are the children of immigrants, who hear a 
correct English spoken only during the few 
hours which every day they spend in school. 
For the very imperfect knowledge of English 
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on the part of the average New York City 
high school student neither the teachers of the 
elementary nor of the secondary schoois are to 
blame. Conditions are so unfavorable, that I 
often think, not that our boys speak and write 
so poor an English, but that they reach such a 
relatively high degree of correctness is to be 
wondered at. Let me give you a concrete 
example. In a beginners' Greek class the 
other day I noticed that a boy of French ex- 
traction, to judge by his name, translated the 
word "symmachoi" by alleys. He knew the 
singular correctly as ally. This led me to ask 
whether he knew what the English word 
meant. He said he did not. Upon further 
inquiry it developed that at least three other 
boys had not the slightest conception of the 
meaning of the word. Where such elemen- 
tary difficulties confront the teacher at every 
step, is it to be wondered at that all attempts 
to give real explanations fall flat, and that the 
tianslation from the foreign language is little 
more than a mere verbal exercise? Here an 
opportunity for slower and. more thorough 
work would be not only a blessing for teacher 
and student, but even a distinct gain for 
civilization. 

I come now to Professor Sihler's remarks 
about the self improvement of the secondary 
instructor. Who among .us does' not fully 
assent to his words ? The press of work pre- 
vents all of us, some more, some less, from 
widening our acquaintance with our chosen 
field as much as we should like. Involuntarily, 
we all fall into a certain rut, and soon find out 
how true it is that he falls behind who stands 
still. Perhaps, to a certain degree, the modern 
hankering after the fleshpots of pedagogy is to 
blame. To me, at least, it seems that all dis- 
cussions about methods of teaching — and they 
form the body of the matters brought up at 
the meetings of the divers Teachers' Associa- 
tions — might very profitably be replaced with 
discussions on topics of classical learning. 
After all, we are much in the position of the 
man who knew how to swim, but had no water 
to try it in. Ritschl's advice addressed to the 
philologist holds no less good for the classical 
teacher: read, read,. read again, he said. And 
here I venture, very timidly indeed, to propose 
a remedy which might serve to force even the 
lazy teacher — and such there are none, of 
course — to widen his acquaintance with Latin 
texts a little. At the same time it might benefit 
the student, by making the teaching less of a 



rote work. I remember with a smile the genu- 
ine admiration with which a student in the 
preparatory department of an American col- 
lege once told me that a certain instructor of 
his was able to conduct a whole year's recita- 
tion on the Anabasis without once looking at 
the text: "He knows the whole book by 
heart!" The young man was deeply offended 
at my lack of proper appreciation of the fact. 
But seriously speaking, it seems to me that the 
constant repetition of the same subject is sure 
to turn the teacher by and by into a machine, 
unless he possesses extraordinary vitality. To 
the student, it is true, the author is new, but 
not so to his instructor, and that makes itself 
felt in the character of the instruction. Vur- 
iatio delectat, and if for no other reason, for 
this one alone, I condemn very much the con- 
finement of a teacher to one, and only one, 
subject. 

Now, I do not know whether it is for this 
very reason, but in one department at least 
the colleges seem to have recognized the prin- 
ciple. I mean in the department of English. 
Here a four-year course has been laid out 
which after a certain number of years is 
changed, so that different works are read and 
discussed in the schools in a regular curri- 
culum. What is possible in English would not 
seem impossible in Latin and Greek. At some 
other time I may lay before the public an at- 
tempted outline of such a changeable course. 
The expenses will increase but slightly, the 
gain to the teaching of classics, I think, would 
be marked. 

I should like to say a word about the clos- 
ing remarks of Professor Sihler in regard to 
having ancient history taught by classical 
teachers. But as I have already overstepped 
both the limits of our paper and, I fear, of the 
patience of my readers, and as I have voiced 
the same opinion in an earlier number of the 
Latin Leaflet (1902), I will bring these heart- 
felt, if somewhat melanchody, reflections to. a 
close. ERNST RIESS 

DeWitt Clinton High School 
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THE LATIN CLUB LUNCHEONS FOR 1906-7 

The Latin Club Luncheons for 1906-7 will be 
under the management of The Latin Leaflet, and will 
be held at the Marlborough the same as last year. 
We shall have a private dining room with ample seat- 
ing capacity, well ventilated and away from the 
noise. To members of the Club only, the price of 
a ticket for the threi luncheons of the year will be 
$2.00; for two luncheons, $1.50, providing the tickets 
are purchased in advance of the date for the first 
luncheon, since the tickets will be required for ad- 
mission to the dining-room. These tickets will not 
be transferable. Fifty cents will be refunded for 
each luncheon unattended, providing notice is sent 
to The Leaflet at least two days before the date of 
any luncheon. Please remember this point and get 
it straight. You are therefore running no risk in 
buying a season ticket. Anyone may secure a ticket 
for a single luncheon for $1.00. These tickets can 
be secured from The Latin Leaflet, 179 Marcy Ave, 
Brooklyn, or from any of the representatives of the 
various schools on the Editorial Committee given on 
p 3 of this number of The Leaflet. Please send in 
your orders early, so that we may take time by the 
forelock. The dates are already known: Nov 10, 
1906 with Mr J Edmund Barss as speaker on the 
subject, "The Teaching of Latin Prose Composi- 
tion"; Feb 9, 1907 with Superintendent William H 
Maxwell as speaker on the subject, "The Transla- 
tion of Latin into English"; May 11, 1907 with Pro- 
fessor Harry Barnes Ward of Hamilton College on a 
subject to be announced later. The day is Saturday 
and the hour is 12 M with adjournment at 2 P M, 
thus leaving the afternoon free for other engage- 
ments. You know what these Latin Cl:.b Luncheons 
are. They are recognized as the best things in New 
York. 



hour Important Features 

The New York High School College Entrance Scholarship 
which in now being established is to be absolutely democratic. 

1 It will be open to all New York hijch school graduates 
alike, boys or girls, on a competitive examination. 

3 It will be open to all departments alike, no department 
ranking higher in importance than any other. 

3 It will lead to all schools alike, liberal, professional or 
technical, within the choice of the winner. 

4 It is being contributed to by all kinds of friends of educa- 
tion alike, without reference to politics, race or religion. . 



MONEY RECEIVED FOR THE LEAFLET 
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